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Welcome to AP Lang & Comp 

AP English Language and Composition is 
designed to teach the skills you will need to 
succeed in a college level writing course and will 
follow the course requirements described in the 
AP Language and Composition Course 
Description published by the College Board. This 
year we will work together to discuss and 
critically analyze writing as well as develop your 
ability to craft an argument, synthesize sources, 
and conduct research at an advanced level. We 
will also cultivate media literacy by studying the 
rhetoric of visual media through art, photos, 
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About the Exam 

The exam is 3 hours and 
15 minutes long and has 
two sections — multiple 

choice and free-
response. 

Section I: Multiple 
Choice | 45 questions | 1 

hour | 45% of Exam 
Score 

Section II: Free- response  
2 hours and 15 minutes 
(includes a 15- minute 

reading period) | 3 Free- 
Response Questions | 
55% of Exam Score 

This section tests your 
skill in composition in 
three areas: synthesis, 
rhetorical analysis, and 

argument. 

AP LANGUAGE & 
COMPOSITION 

Overview & Prerequisite Reading Assignments
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commercials (print and video), documentary films, and political cartoons. 

This course is organized thematically as 
students will be reading primarily non-fiction 
works that demonstrate various modes of 
composition and styles of argument, as well 
as fiction and poetry from American 
Literature, in an effort to understand the 
features of the human condition, the 
commonalities in the human experience, and 
the nature of the human spirit. We will 
examine works for author’s voice and 
credibility as well as gain expertise in 
evaluating point of view, argument and 
rhetoric. Even though we will spend majority 
of our time in class reading non-fiction, most 
of your outside reading will be fiction (as you 
see in your summer assignment) that will 

provide you with needed background information 
to help you with on the AP Language & 
Composition this year and the AP Literature & 
Composition exam next year.
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ASSIGNMENT 1 
Choose a memoir to read.  I am listing a few ideas here, but please explore and find a memoir 
that interests you!  Go to Amazon and see what new releases are available. Go to Square 
Books and ask for recommendations.  When you return to school, you will complete a writing 
assignment that asks you to analyze what you read.  

Popular Titles: 
Educated (Westover) 

I Am Malala (Yousafzai) 
Into Thin Air (Krakauer) 

On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft (King) 
The Color of Water (McBride) 

The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood Among Ghosts (Kingston) 
Becoming (Obama)  
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Assignment 2 

A. Read 
✦ The Great Gatsby (Fitzgerald)

✦ The Catcher in the Rye (Salinger) 

B. Keep dialectical journal for the two novels  

(Complete on paper as you read; you will be allowed to use journals the first day of class) 

C. You will take a quiz on each novel when you return to class

Keep a dialectical 
journal for the two 
novels. These 
journals will 
consist of 
quotations to which 
you respond critically for each work. 
Journals are due first week of 
school. Please label and date 
journals appropriately. Select one 
quotation or passage for 
approximately every 15 pages or so. 

Respond to the quotations—focus 
on the ways in which the author 
uses language to create an effect. 
What is it about the language that 
stands out and makes the passage 
distinctive? How does the passage 
reflect the author’s style and reveal 
larger themes of the work? These 
are personal responses! I expect 
responses to be developed 
thoughtfully and intellectually. 
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